
 
 

 

 

Model positive interactions  
Practice brief 

 

The practice 

Teachers model positive interaction with others. 

How does it help?  

Teachers can foster student social-emotional learning and development by modelling desired communication 
and social skills through positive interactions with peers and adults. Modelling is a versatile practice that can be 
embedded within a wide variety of activities, routines, and transitions and is easy to implement as it does not 
require additional staff or resources. 

What is it?  

Modelling involves the repeated demonstration of a desired behaviour to a student. It is often used in 
conjunction with other strategies such as prompting and reinforcement. Modelling is typically used to develop 
social, communication, joint attention, play, school-readiness, and academic skills. 

How does it work?  

Teachers foster social-emotional development by modelling positive interactions with others. Skills are 
modelled during structured and unstructured activities and routines and transitions. When using modelling to 
foster skill acquisition, the teacher should have a clear idea of the ”what” (the skill), the ”why” (the rationale) and 
the ”how” (the steps) of the skill they would like to develop. Consideration should then be given to the activities, 
routines, and transitions through which the skill can be modelled. Teachers model the skill as often as possible 
within relevant activities, highlighting the steps for effective use of the skills. When modelling ensure the student 
is actively engaging in what is happening.  

How do I do it?  

• Identify social skills required by one or more students within the class. 

• Identify the steps associated with those skills as well as multiple opportunities to model them. 

• Model the skills as often as possible ensuring there is repetition with variety. 

• Combine reinforcement (e.g., verbal praise) and prompting (e.g., verbal reminders) with this strategy to 
support success. 

  



 
 

 

 

It works better if: 

• the skill being developed is a priority for that student at that point in time 

• the student is paying attention to the teacher when the skill is being modelled 

• modelling is enjoyable for the student. 

It doesn’t work if: 

• skills are only modelled once or twice, modelling must be continuous and consistent 

• too many skills are modelled at once 

• the student does not have the requisite skills (e.g., modelling conversational turn-taking with limited 

verbal ability). 

How will I know if it’s working?  

• Student social-awareness and social-management improves. 

• Students use their newly developed skills when interacting with others. 

Where can I go to find out more?  

• Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center: “Accentuating Positive Child Interactions” 
http://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/PG_Int_AccentuatingPositive_prac_print_2017.pdf  

• Watson Institute Pittsburgh: “Teaching Positive Interaction Skills for Children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iu9WsLTmKJ0  

• Interactive Autism Network: “Social Skills Interventions: Getting to the Core of Autism” 
https://iancommunity.org/cs/what_do_we_know/social_skills_interventions 

 

Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) 

Implementing this practice will meet the following Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: 

• 3.3 - Use teaching strategies 

• 4.1 - Support student participation 
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